
Journalism Practicum Diary

Directions: Retype or duplicate this diary template.  Write one detailed paragraph for each question.  Number and date each diary. 

Journalism Practicum Diary # _______8___________

Student’s name: _________Nyah Marshall__________
Week of: _________________03/14-03/20___________________

Supervisor’s name: _________Alyson Turner___________

Agency/Station/Company Office _________Simply Magazines___

My two main objectives for this week were:

-My first objective this week was to reach out to Linda Mercado Greene, owner of Anacostia Organics in D.C., to schedule a time I could interview her for a profile. I also aimed to conduct preliminary research on her and write down a few interview questions so that I’m prepared for our conversation.
-The second objective for this week was to finish and submit the second article of mine that’s going in Simply Bowie’s May issue—how to make a shared sibling room creative and unique for each sibling.”
I achieved these objectives:  yes ___x_____ no _________ partially _______
Explain how you achieved or why you did not achieve your goals.  Be specific.


-I contacted Linda Mercado Greene, the owner of Anacostia Organics, and scheduled an interview with her for 3/22. She sent me an extensive report with background information about her, including her accomplishments and what she does in her field. Using this information, I wrote down several questions that I plan to ask her during our conversation on Tuesday. I also completed my second objective for this week and spent the majority of my work hours finishing the first article I plan on submitting for Simply’s May issue. 
Describe the work you personally performed and observed.
This week I reached out to my interview subject, Linda Mercado Greene, via email. I made sure to use proper emailing etiquette, and gave her some background information abate Simply Magazine and my role as a journalism student at Howard University. She answered almost immediately and from there we were able to schedule a time to talk that worked best for us. I also did a significant amount of writing, researching and editing this week.  To prepare for the upcoming profile I have to write, I researched Linda Mercado Greene and wrote down several interview questions. I also finished my editorial on ‘tips for making shared sibling bedrooms creative and unique’ and submitted that for publication.
List the names and titles/positions of all the people you directly worked with this week.
-Alyson Turner, Simply Magazines editor-in-chief 
Describe any new skills or concepts you learned or important observations (about yourself or others) you made this week.

One observation I made this week was how easy it is to reach out to Ms. Greene and inquire about interviewing her. I used to feel so anxious when doing this and would often wait to the least minute to reach out to people for my stories. I’ve learned that a lot of people are more than willing to talk to journalist and help out students (especially a Howard University student lol). It was extremely easy coordinating a time to talk to Linda Mercado Greene. I see myself growing as a journalist and becoming more comfortable with sending emails and putting myself out there. 

Describe any significant experiences, achievements, “aha” moments and/ or roadblocks you had this week.

-A significant roadblock I had this week was finding time to finish my article that was due at the end of the week. Ever since we came back from Spring break, everything has been hectic and my school workload has increased. It was a little difficult finding time to dedicate to my internship but I ultimately made it work. During these last two weeks of me interning at Simply Magazine, I will make sure that I dedicate and organize my time so that I don’t fall behind with my other obligations. 

